
Adult Education Class Taught by Fr. Kevin (McArthur Hall & Zoom) ), Sundays, 9:15 a.m.,
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81812520520?pwd=WloxYndDTXcxcUZ6dkVqeTZSaFkyQT09

Altar Flower Orders
ststeve.org/flowers

Anniversary (Wedding) Announcements
st.steve.org/anniversary

Birthday Announcements
ststeve.org/birthday

Christ Centered Prayer (Zoom), Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84058991664?pwd=Z25MdEpheXh2YzJlNzNaTU9TSTgwZz09

Daily Meditations
ststeve.org/meditations

God's Garden Registration (Summer Program ages 4-12) (NEW)
ststeve.org/registration

Kingdom Kids/Mountain Movers Class (Zoom), Sundays, 9:00 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82626418503?pwd=czZoaGdDNkxUVVJzemRzbUs5am5MQT09

Sunday Service Live Stream (YouTube, Facebook), Sundays, 10:30 a.m.
ststeve.org/sunday
(There is also an in-person Sunday Service at 11:30 a.m. in the Courtyard.)

COLUMNS

RECTOR'S LETTER: THOROUGHLY THRILLED

Dear St. Stephen's,
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Hopefully you have received word that St. Stephen's will resume in-
person, in-building Sunday services beginning with Pentecost, May 23!
This has been a tremendously anticipated occasion, and I am
thoroughly thrilled to see this come into fruition. I am extremely thankful
for your patience and willingness to be flexible over the past year as we
have maneuvered through this period of COVID exile from our beloved
worship spaces. I can't express how excited I am to worship with all of
you in the Chapel and the Big Church. It is definitely a long time coming
and will prove to be an immensely joyful experience.

My anticipation reminds me of when I was a young child eager for an event to arrive. Each
year, as a child, my most anticipated sleepless night was always right before the first day
of summer camp. There was always a great amount of preparation needed to have a
joyful safe experience before camp; making sure the bug spray and flashlight and enough
clothes were packed. Similarly the Vestry, staff, and the Regathering Task Force will be
working diligently to prepare a joyful and safe experience as well. I am extremely thankful
for their leadership and thoughtfulness as we venture into a new chapter in the life of St.
Stephen's. In the very near future, we hope to receive new and improved guidelines from
the Bishop's office that will provide direction in creating that safe and fun environment. As
we receive those guidelines and determine the appropriate administration of them, we will
share that information with the congregation as soon as possible.

As you have probably surmised, summer camps have been a very important part of my
entire life. I grew up attending the Diocese of Texas summer program at Camp Allen,
beginning in 3rd grade as a camper, and when old enough serving as a counselor,
resident senior staff, and eventually a director of my own session. Now that I reside in the
Diocese of West Texas, I look forward to serving the summer program at Camp Capers.
Interestingly, my camp buddy since 3rd grade and throughout life has been The Rev.
James Derkits, rector of Trinity by the Sea in Port Aransas. Now that we are both serving
in the same diocese again, we look forward to experiencing the summer camping program
together. I am very excited and honored to share that James and I have been asked by
Camp Capers to serve as the Spiritual Directors for the residential permanent staff this
summer. This non-stipendiary position will entail an approximate weekly trip to Camp
Capers to provide spiritual direction and a priestly presence for those serving the camping
program throughout the summer. On Wednesday evenings, we will provide space for the
staff to grow together spiritually with God through worship. group, and individual
discussions, and fun activities. It is a great pleasure for me to provide assistance to the
camp staff and to serve the Diocese of West Texas in this capacity.

Most assuredly there are some exciting things on the horizon for St. Stephen's in the near
future, and for this I am extremely thankful. I continue to be encouraged and thankful for
your enriching good hearted attitude and energy for St. Stephen's. This is truly a place in
which God is revealed and praised. God bless you this day and always.

Peace,
The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert

TREASURER'S NEWS by Roy Buckley

SSEC continues to experience solid results from its Pledge revenue
stream, due in large part to several members who have chosen to
make lump sum annual Pledge payments, rather than meeting their
Pledge commitments on a monthly basis. During the month of
February 2021, Lump Sum Annual Pledge receipts totaled $16,500
and increased to $21,000 during the month of March. Bearing in mind
that lump sum annual payments will in fact diminish the stream of
normally accruing monthly Pledge payments, we should expect normal
monthly Pledge receipts to shrink as more Pledge commitments are
made in a single lump sum payment. The stream, of normal monthly Pledge receipts in
February and March, however, were somewhat robust. February monthly accruing Pledge
receipts totaled $24,052 and increased to $29,282 in the following month of March. Total
revenues for the month of February and March were $41,034 and $53,482, respectively.



Year-to-date cumulative revenues were $221,069, slightly short of Budget.

The expense side of the Financial Statements of Activities continues to reflect upon the
solid expense control and management procedures set by Parish Administration.
February cumulative expenses were $42,388 and for March were $52,774. Both months
bettered our Budget expectations by sizeable margins. A good example of Parish
Administration's proactive approach to expense control is its current proposal to purchase
the office copier/scanner and readjust the service and maintenance with the vendor,
resulting in savings of more than $400 per month. Kudos to our Administrative team:
Jeannetta Watson, Lydia Baese, and Fr. Kevin Schubert.

The below Revenue/Expense schedule, in summary form, juxtaposes for comparative
purposes financial activities during the months of February and March 2021.

In summary, one-off Pledge receipts and lump sum annual pledge payments continue to
infuse the operating account with cash at an early point in the year. Normally flowing
monthly revenue will contract somewhat in the succeeding months, tempering
expectations that a robust flow of Pledge receipts will continue as the norm.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please drop a note in my mail box
in McArthur Hall.

Blessings to all!
Roy R. Buckley

NEWS
RECTOR INSTALLATION CELEBRATION SERVICE SET FOR JUNE 21

As guidelines for COVID are easing, we are overjoyed to be able
to announce that Fr. Kevin's installation service as our rector is
scheduled for Monday, June 21, 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary (Big
Church). Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. David Reed will be
presiding and the sermon will be delivered by a surprise guest.
Let's all plan on attending the Celebration of New Ministry on this
significant day for Fr. Kevin, which will come nine months after he



began his position as our new rector back in September 1, 2020.

MORNING PRAYER RETURNS TO THE CHAPEL TUESDAYS @ 9AM

We are pleased to announce that Morning Prayer has returned to its Chapel location on
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. All are welcome. We have ample room for a COVID-safe
experience.

PICK UP YOUR NEW DAY BY DAY BOOKS FOR MAY/JUNE/JULY

While at church this Sunday, remember to pick up your complimentary
copy of the new "Forward: Day by Day" for May/June/July. Copies will
be in a container outside the Chapel.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM SPECIAL EASTER OFFERING

An impressive, generous $3,940 has been received thus
far from the recent Easter Special Envelope Offering.
THANK YOU!



CLOTHING DRIVE COMPLETED DURING FIRST MISSION SUNDAY

Fr. Kevin reports that everyone gathered at our first
monthly Mission Sunday, held on April 11, also gladly lent
a hand to sort clothes donated for the clothing drive.

Mission Sunday occurs the second Sunday of the month at
2:00 p.m. and includes a brief Holy Eucharist followed by a
different outreach activity. All are invited, and families from
the church and school with school age children, are
especially invited to our new community-wide effort. Feel

free to invite your extended family, friends, and neighbors.

Next up, we will be writing letters and drawing pictures for the residents of Symphony and
Deer Creek on Sunday, May 9, 2:00 p.m. Let's come and celebrate the love of all our
mothers this Mother's Day by touching the lives of our elderly who can't easily get out and
about. Meet in the grassy knoll, between the Chapel and Log Cabin, at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, May 9.

MINISTRY ACTIVITIES

FR KEVIN'S NEW ADULT CLASS CONTINUES SUN, APRIL 25, 9:15 AM

We are in week 2 of 5 for Fr. Kevin's adult Sunday class,
"Why We Do the Things We Do." This class meets in-person
at 9:15 a.m. in McArthur Hall and is available at the same
time through Zoom. You do not need to have attended the
first class to participate in any of the remaining four classes.
On Sunday, April 25, the class focus will be on Stewardship:
It's About More Than Money."

No books required. No registration required. Simply stroll on
into McArthur Hall, wearing your mask, remembering to social distance from others, and
take a seat.

Zoom Link for Fr. Kevin's new class beginning Sunday, April 18, 9:15 a.m.

TAKE 5: EPISODE 58, TH, APRIL 29, 2021

We hope you can join us for TAKE 5: Episode 58 on Thursday,
April 29, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. CT, airing on YouTube and Facebook.
Host Allen Hennig will be featuring the hymn, "Sweet Hour of
Prayer" by William B. Bradbury and arranged by Martha Mier.
Recommended scripture for this episode is Acts 3:1-10. We hope
you enjoy this five minute uplifting break and that it serves as a
treat for the ears, eyes, and spirit.

The featured tile can be found on the nature trail.  Carroll Dolezal
did the basic design of the tiles found on the trail and 18 people from 11 years old to 80+
years old did the carving and painting of the entire set. The nature trail is open to the

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81812520520?pwd=WloxYndDTXcxcUZ6dkVqeTZSaFkyQT09
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV


public dawn 'til dusk seven days a week.

See links below for Episode 58 and previous episodes, all of which can be found on the
YouTube TAKE 5 Playlist.

EPISODE 58: YOUTUBE

EPISODE 58: FACEBOOK

TAKE 5 PLAYLIST

GARDENING ANGELS VOLUNTEER
WORK DAY: SAT, MAY 1 @ 9:00 AM
by Joe Blanford

In Chapter 2 of The Acts of the Apostles, Luke tells
us how Peter explained the gift of the Holy Spirit
that descended upon the people of Jerusalem
during Pentecost. Pentecost was a celebration
associated with the Feast of Weeks, the beginning
of the early wheat harvest. The significance of this
event, which we will celebrate this year on Sunday,

May 23 cannot be overstated. Pentecost is particularly poignant to St. Stephen's this year
as it marks not only the gift of the Holy Spirit, but also the day we will meet together as a
congregation inside, face-to-face, for the first time in more than a year. This preamble tees
up to a CALL TO PREPARE THE SANCTUARY (aka the BIG CHURCH).

HELP PREPARE THE SANCTUARY WORK DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021 @ 9:00 AM

The Great Freeze of 2021 took a toll on the plants that grace the entry to our Sanctuary,
and we are asking for volunteers to repair the damage on Saturday, May 1, 9:00 a.m.
Please let me know if you are able to come, lazyboutpost3@aol.com.

Here's an inventory of what's needed:

the two large pots to the right and left of the Sanctuary doors need new, low
maintenance, drought tolerant plants. I propose Kaleidoscope Abelia, which
changes its appearance seasonally and is an evergreen shrub. Is there someone
that will sponsor one or both plants? Five-gallon plant cost is $50-80 each.
the Pineapple Guava needs to be pruned to the ground
the Jerusalem Sage needs pruning back to allow new growth's access to light
general weeding and pruning to remove dead limbs from trees and bushes
one dead tree to the right of the walkway needs to be removed.

The small garden outside the back entrance to McArthur Hall needs some TLC as well.
The good news here is that many of the plants survived the freeze and the work done to
the stone back wall.

Here's what's needed for this area:

an in-ground planting of a 3 to 5 gallon Butterfly Bush at an estimated cost of $60
and two Salvia at $35 each. Is there someone that will sponsor?
pruning roses, muhly, agave, trees, bushes, and general weeding.
mulching entire area.

On a related matter, going forward, we are looking to re-energize the Gardening Angels
ministry. If you are looking for an opportunity to serve, as needed, without regular
meetings, without committees or politics, and would like to do so in an environment

https://youtu.be/bVmE9K8AZes
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1098970063948817
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbj1hnloR5xEDLgH24nXVZhMMdPqRz_dO
mailto:lazyboutpost3@aol.com


offering sunshine, fresh air, and playing in the dirt, drop me a line at,
lazyboutpost3@aol.com.

ST. STEPHEN'S LECTORS: A WAY TO CONNECT AND SERVE
by Charlotte Carter

As St. Stephen's moves to in-person worship on Sunday, May 23, you
may be looking for ways to be more involved in Sunday and weekday
worship. During the pandemic, St. Stephen's Lay Eucharistic Ministry
(LEM), has been assisting as Lectors for the Sunday live-streaming
and Courtyard services and also with the Tuesday Morning Prayer
service. We will continue in this capacity when services are in-person.

Lay people are an integral part of worship in the Episcopal Church.
Lectors read the Lections and lead Prayers of the People (POP) on

Sundays and read lessons for Morning Prayer.

St. Stephen's will be offering Lector training this Spring before we move to in-person
worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. We will be announcing the training date and time
soon.

Lector training includes:
access to readings and POP
preparation of readings and POP before and day of service
procedures for announcing readings and POP
resources available including websites
practice reading (use of mic, pacing, and connecting with congregation).

When training is completed, new Lectors are assigned to a team and mentor.

For more information about this ministry and/or the training, contact: Charlotte Carter,
charlotteanncarter@gmail.com.

"Serving in this ministry,
brings such a quiet inner peace and joy,

reflecting the unity that binds us together in God's love and grace."
Judy Seaberry (former Dean of St. Stephen's Lay Eucharist Ministry)

mailto:lazyboutpost3@aol.com
mailto:charlotteanncarter@gmail.com


SCHEDULE FOR KINGDOM KIDS, MOUNTAIN MOVERS, TEENS
by Elisa Webster, Family & Youth Minister

Our children and Youth programs at St. Stephen's are
continuously tailored in response to the changing needs and
interests of our young congregants. We, too, celebrate the
return of in-building, in-person connections on Pentecost
Sunday, May 23. As you will see below, our schedule for this
spring and summer is packed with fun, meaningful, and safe
activities, programs, and classes. I would also like to take
this opportunity to invite adults, who wish to join us in this
dynamic ministry, to contact me, elisawebster9@gmail.com.

We have a variety of opportunities to do so with: 1-2 hour volunteer shifts during God's
Garden summer program, chaperoning on Youth Sundays or during our Mission Trip, and

mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com


fall co-teaching Godly Play, children's, and teen classes. There's something special and
uplifting about the sound of children's laughter and the wisdom of adolescents that will
enrich your life, as it continues to do so for me.

YOUTH MISSION TRIP REMINDER
Speaking of around the corner, all Youth planning on participating in this summer's Mission
Trip to Memphis, Tennessee will need to inform me by email, elisawebster9@gmail.com,
that you are coming. I will send you the link that you will need to fill out for the mission trip
form. All this needs to be done by Friday, April 30, 2021. If you are an adult and would
like to chaperone on the summer Mission Trip, please contact me,
elisawebster9@gmail.com.

SCHEDULE FOR APRIL - JUNE 2021

9:00 AM CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Kingdom Kids, ages 7-9, & Mountain Movers, ages 10-12
ZOOM only: Sunday, April 25 & May 2 & May 16 @ 9:00 a.m.
In-person only: Sunday, May 23 @ 9:00 a.m.

NO KK/MM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS HELD:
MAY 9 , MAY 30, JUNE, JULY

2:00 PM MISSION SUNDAY: MAY 9 & JUNE 13
Church & school families with children and teens are especially encouraged to come
and participate in Mission Sunday's monthly service and outreach activity.

May 9th: writing letters, making drawings for Symphony and Deer Creek residents.

June 13: making sandwiches with Mercy Chefs for refugees in McAllen, TX.

In-person: grassy knoll between Chapel and Log Cabin

2:00 PM TEEN ACTIVITIES: JUNE 6 & JUNE 13

Youth, ages 13 and older
In-Person only: Sunday, June 6 (Painting Log Cabin & Pizza) & June 13 (join
sandwich making outreach activity at Mission Sunday) @ 2:00 p.m.

12:00 NOON TEEN ACTIVITIES: JUNE 20 & JUNE 27

Youth, ages 13 and older
In-Person only: Sunday, June 20 (Mini Golf @ Dreamland in Dripping Springs) &
June 27 (gardening project at the Church) @ 12:00 noon.

NO TEEN SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS HELD:
APRIL, MAY

ATTN: FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AGES 4-12
SPEND A WEEK IN GOD'S GARDEN
St. Stephens will be debuting a new summer program called
God's Garden this August 2-6, 9:00 a.m. until 3 p.m. Church and
School children ages 4-12 are invited to this program being
organized by Family & Youth Minister Elisa Webster. God's
Garden will be limited to 25 spots and priority registration is now
underway. Cost is $30 per child, which includes a t-shirt, arts &
crafts, and snacks. Extended care from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

may also be arranged. God's Garden will be held at St. Stephen's and each day we will
feature food and cultural traditions from a different part of the world while also exploring
the importance of life-giving water for all. Children ages 4-12 are invited to come and
discover God's garden gifts for us and how we can share these with one another, near and
far.

With only 25 spots (to ensure a 1:5 adult to child ratio), we expect spots to fill up quickly.
We encourage you to take advantage of the priority registration and click the link below to

mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com
mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com


register your children and pay online through the church website.

Payments may also be by check, made out to "St. Stephen's Church" and dropped off at
the church office M-TH 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Remember to write "God's Garden" in the
memo line of your check.

If you are interested in volunteering for God's Garden, contact Elisa,
elisawebster9@gmail.com for training date and other instructions.

REGISTER FOR GOD'S GARDEN

COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Do you need someone...

To listen, without judgment, to what is weighing on your heart?
To recognize your needs and respect your rights to your feelings?
To honor any conversation with complete confidentiality?
To support you as you take steps of change on your journey?
To just walk with you and let you be you?

Each one of us, at some point or at several points in our lives, could use a "companion" to
walk with us during the challenges of our journeys. A Community of Hope Lay Chaplain is
someone who cares about you, will not promise miracles, will not decide for you what you
should do, will not take steps for you, and will not rescue you. He or she will be available to
you, support you, pray for you, and assure you that you are God's beloved. Please, if you
are walking alone, invite one to join you on your path.

APRIL COMMUNITY OF HOPE CONTACTS
Nancy Cooke-Jenkins, nancycookejenkins@gmail.com

Kristen Schmidt, kris10.schmidt@gmail.com

IN THE LIFE OF SSEC
You may recall that St. Stephen's was awarded a grant by the Episcopal Diocese of West
Texas. This money was to be distributed to local nonprofits providing disaster relief to our
community after the 2021 Ice Storm. Fr. Kevin delivered the checks, totaling $2,000, to
Amigos de Jesus, Barnabas Connection, and the Wimberley Crisis Bread Basket. An
anonymous donation matched the DWTX grant. THANK YOU!

mailto:elisawebster9@gmail.com
http://ststeve.org/registration
mailto:dentonrebecca1@gmail.com
mailto:dotgreen@anvilcom.com


SAVE THE DATE
SUN, APRIL 25
Kingdom Kids & Mountain Movers (Zoom), 9:00 a.m.
Fr. Kevin's Adult Class (McArthur Hall & Zoom), 9:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Service (Livestream no in-person), 10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Courtyard Service, 11:30 a.m.

MON, APRIL 26
Men's Prayer Group (offsite @ Wimberley Cafe), 7:30 a.m.



Cursillo Reunion Group, Courtyard, 10:30 a.m.
Bible Babes, (Zoom) and McArthur Hall, 12 noon
Vestry Meeting, McArthur Hall, 6:00 p.m.

TUES, APRIL 27
Morning Prayer, Chapel, 9:00 a.m.
Companions: Women's Grief Support, McArthur Hall, 3:00 p.m.
Yoga, McArthur Hall, 4:00 p.m.

WED, APRIL 28
Christ Centered Prayer (Zoom), 5:00 p.m.

TH, APRIL 29
TAKE 5 (YouTube, Facebook), 10:00 a.m.
Bible Babes, Nancy's house, 4:00 p.m.

SAT, MAY 1
Gardening Angels Volunteer Work Day, Big Church, 9:00 a.m.

SUN, MAY 2
Kingdom Kids & Mountain Movers (Zoom), 9:00 a.m.
Fr. Kevin's Adult Class (McArthur Hall & Zoom), 9:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Service (Livestream no in-person), 10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Courtyard Service, 11:30 a.m.

MON, MAY 3
Men's Prayer Group (offsite @ Wimberley Cafe), 7:30 a.m.
Cursillo Reunion Group, Courtyard, 10:30 a.m.
Bible Babes, (McArthur Hall & Zoom), 12 noon

TUES, MAY 4
Morning Prayer, Courtyard, 9:00 a.m.
Companions: Women's Grief Support, McArthur Hall, 3:00 p.m.
Yoga, McArthur Hall, 4:00 p.m.

WED, MAY 5
Christ Centered Prayer (Zoom), 5:00 p.m.

TH, MAY 6
TAKE 5 (YouTube, Facebook), 10:00 a.m.
Bible Babes, Nancy's patio, 4:00 p.m.

SUN, MAY 9, MOTHER'S DAY
Fr. Kevin's Adult Class (McArthur Hall & Zoom), 9:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Service (Livestream no in-person), 10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Courtyard Service, 11:30 a.m.
Mission Sunday Holy Eucharist Service & Outreach Activity, Grassy Knoll, 2:00 p.m.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
(articles, photos, graphics)
WEDNESDAYS, 12 NOON



Jackie McFadden, Communications Manager, eeant@mac.com

Visit our Website

     
ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS FLOWERS VISITORS

Church Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
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